
BOARD NOTES: 
 
November 15, 2016, Regular Board Meeting: 
 
Spotlight on Students: In honor of Veterans Day, musicians from Sunset Ridge’s band and orchestra 
performed the National Anthem. Superintendent Dr. Ed Stange thanked them for their hard work on 
such a moving rendition. Additionally, 4th graders participating in the Genius Hour program came to 
talk to the Board about the projects they’d been working on. Genius Hour was started by Google to 
encourage employees, and in this case students, to devote 20% of their work day to a project of their 
choice. This required that the students meet with a teacher to discuss the chosen project, plan their 
work schedule, think critically, problem solve, and follow through to the finish. Dr. Stange admired the 
students’ creativity and commended them on their willingness to try something new. He also thanked 
the teachers who guided the student projects, acknowledging that Genius Hour was a perfect example 
of the district’s one-child-at-a-time teaching philosophy. 
 
Consent Agenda: The Board approved the Consent Agenda, which included minutes from the October 
18th Regular Board Meeting and the monthly bills and salaries.  
 
Communications: Dr. Stange shared an email he received from an SRS class of ’68 alum, thanking 
the district for their dedication to plans for preserving key elements of the current Sunset Ridge 
building and incorporating them in the new facility.  
 
Capital Improvement Update: Dr. Stange reported that the steel construction continues on schedule, 
with the academic and library wings taking shape. Walls have begun to go up on the administrative 
section of the building. He pointed out that the construction crew came to work over the weekend in 
order to maintain their schedule at no cost to the District, for which the Board was extremely 
appreciative.  Dr. Stange and Board President Mrs. Debbie Papas reported that the Capital 
Improvement Leadership Team has been working on prioritizing the new building’s enhancement list, 
with an eye to order deadlines. 
 
Board Open Discussion: Dr. Stange and Mrs. Papas both complimented the students and staff on such 
a successful and moving Veterans Day concert. The event was a true coming together of the 
community in celebration of our local heroes. 
 
Board Member Appreciation: In recognition of School Board Members Day, representatives from 
the SREA presented the Board with cookies and cards of thanks written by students. The Board was 
very surprised and grateful! 
 
New Business: The Board had first readings of Board Policy 305, regarding the district administration 
organizational chart; Board Policy 280.03, regarding the approval process for board member expenses; 
Board Policy 315.09, regarding the reimbursement process for administrative and staff expenses; and 
the Resolution to Regulate Expense Reimbursements. 
 
Finance and Facilities: The Board approved the 2016 Tentative Tax Levy. The next meeting will be 
January 24, 2016, at 7pm. 
 
Education Committee: Board member Mr. Doug Warshauer reported that Ms. Emily Dunham, 
Director of Student Services, and Ms. Neha Varughese, ESL teacher, gave a thorough presentation on 



the District’s English Language Learners program. Additionally, there was a discussion on the 2016-
2017 recommended Strategic Goals. The next meeting will be December 6, 2016, at 6pm. 
 
IASB: Board member Mrs. Anne Peterson reported that she is looking forward to attending the Joint 
Annual Conference on November 19th. 
 
PTO: Mrs. Peterson reported that the Book Fair was a wonderful day filled with student musical 
performances and families shopping in support of the PTO. The PTO Gifts (formerly Ways and 
Means) committee meeting would take place soon in order to review the 10 proposals received 
soliciting funds from the PTO. A NSSED representative has been added to the monthly agenda in 
order to provide updates to the PTO on the co-op’s happenings. A brief update on the District 29 
Foundation Fund’s fundraising initiative was also given at the meeting. The Holiday Gifts for 
Northwest Settlement House program will kick off shortly. Finally, the PTO recently received the 
results from the Family Fun Fair parent survey that was sent to all district families. It revealed that 
while the majority of responders are in favor of continuing the fair as an event, a large percentage find 
it difficult to find the time to volunteer. 
 
NSSED: Board member Mr. Adelbert Spaan reported that NSSED is evaluating how best to empower 
districts to serve their students in their local schools, rather than frequently pulling them out for 
services.   
 
Northfield Park District: Mr. Spaan reported on the progress of the Community Center 
Intergovernmental Agreement as it pertains to the Middlefork large gym. Negotiations between the 
School District, the Park District, and the Village are going well, with a few details regarding priority 
use of the facility yet to be finalized.  
 
Village of Northfield: No report. 
 
Foundation Fund: Mrs. Peterson reported that the Foundation’s letter writing campaign in support of 
the new Sunset Ridge School building would be mailed to all village residents this week. Donations 
and pledges towards the project have reached $483,000. 
 
Administrative Report: Dr. Stange reported that both 3rd and 6th grade each lost a student to 
relocation, leaving enrollment at Middlefork at 192 and Sunset Ridge at 257. The Board continued the 
discussion of the 2017/18 calendar, acknowledging the need for a long summer to accommodate the 
construction schedule, while also keeping an awareness of family and camp schedules, and the 
potential need for snow days, in mind.  Dr. Stange detailed the process by which Sunset Ridge students 
researched and created a new “spirit wear” logo, which could also potentially be used as the new 
school logo. 
 
Recommendations: The Board approved the Closed Session Minutes of October 18, 2016.  
 
Official meeting minutes will be posted on the website following their approval at the December 6, 
2016 Board meeting. 
 
	  
	  
	  


